To Riders, Families and Friends

Re:  Scene Management

It occurs to me that the way crash scenes are managed by MMA may seem cold and uncaring, particularly when we have to keep concerned friends and curious folks away from the scene.   This all gets worse when a more serious crash happens.

This year the MMA adopted standards keeping everyone out of the infield, so as to give infield crews space to move and also to protect the privacy and dignity of injured riders.   It is also to protect inexperienced or unfocussed people from getting smoked by an airborne bike while running across the track to a downed rider.   That scenario happened more than once in my years of motocross, and "getting smoked" includes myself.

There is a sacred trust between the moto-medics and the riders and their families/friends, that we have the knowledge, skill and ability to care for your injured the way you would look after them.   The medics act as an extension of those families and friends, who are very concerned about the well-being of the rider ... and the quality of care they receive.   In a more serious crash, we know that takes everything within those friends to stand back and let the medics do what they need to do.

In reference to Sunday's crash, let me assure you that we knew you were out there; that you were concerned, and that you were pretty much forced to endure a lengthy wait while we took care of your bud.   Let me also assure you that, with the assistance of Sue Sierens, Wayne de Koninck, the refs and Beausejour EMS, your moto-medics were able to provide the same quality of care that we would give to any one of you.   It takes the whole team to perform at that level, and that team includes you, the rider's friends who give us the space, privacy and time necessary to do our job correctly and with efficiency ... the first time.   We don't have second chances with what we do.

Thank you for the trust you have in us and for your understanding that, at an emergency scene, requests often come across like orders when we don't have the time or luxury of stopping to explain what we're doing and why.   We have never intended to disrespect your concerns or your gut instinct to help in any way possible.   We'll strive to be aware of how you feel at the moment, but our primary focus is your downed buddy.   This one is now on the road to recovery.
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